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I liked seeing how the labs 
were implemented - that can be 
difficult to set up, so good job! 

The virtual labs were a novel 
addition to the MOOC, the 
closest thing I've gotten to lab 
experience so far… 

 

The virtual labs were awesome :) 

The labs, that was a nice touch 
and well done! Some people 
are disadvantaged when they 
get to university if they have not 
been to a good school prior to 
entry. 

I thought the virtual labs were 
great, very well thought out and 
imaginative - congratulations! 

The virtual labs were vital to 
understanding the course 
better, and they were cool! 

I really enjoyed the virtual labs. 
It's an amazing idea because 
it's difficult to have access to 
these kind of instruments in 
some places. I'm almost 
finishing a technical course in 
Chemistry and I have never 
even seen some of the 
instruments used. 

The lab exercises were superb. 
They provided a much deeper 
understanding of the subject at 
hand than that obtained from 
merely studying a textbook. 

The experiments were 
fantastic...  What a clever 

idea!!! 



 

 

 

 

Wordle: What did you most enjoy about this course? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peer and Press Comments. 

"Some people still believe that online education means video and multiple choice quizzes, and that it 

can't accommodate the meaningful discovery-style learning of a hands-on science class. I would 

suggest that they check out the University of Manchester's Physical Chemistry course, which features 

several interactive lab experiments and simulations that provide learners the opportunity to practice 

lab techniques via the computer. They allow students who would not otherwise have access to lab 

equipment to conduct interesting and engaging experiments" 

Daphne Kohler, President of Coursera 

 “The Physical Chemistry MOOC  was designed to include virtual labs, the absence of which would 

make learning chemistry at a distance learning almost impossible. How awesome is that? We can 

now teach chemistry in a virtual lab! “ 

Editorial comment by Karen J Ogilvie, Editor, in March issue of Education in Chemistry 

http://www.rsc.org/eic/2015/03/chemistry-communication-editorial-january-2015 

“This year’s winner, the University of Manchester’s physical chemistry Mooc, offers students the 

opportunity to use an online virtual laboratory - the first of its kind in the world.” 

Guardian Higher Education Awards citation.       
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